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As a preface to this guide, you may wonder what my qualifications are to be doing something of this sort. Well, for reference, I’m in high school and have taken four English courses of various types. In addition, my writing skills have been tested in my social studies courses. Throughout these years, I’ve gotten a pretty good idea as to what teachers want to see in theirs students assignments. So, regarding my humble surplus of knowledge, I’ve decided to share out some to aid struggling English students everywhere. Should you be consulting this guide for a course other than English, I cannot guarantee its effectiveness but I can wish you luck. 

Step 1 - Preparation 
     The key to any English assignment and therefore a good mark is preparation. Aside from the basic ripped sheet of paper from your binder and the blue pen you found on the floor, I’m talking time management. Make sure you scrounge around thirty minutes between the two-three day period before the due date. I would suggest combinations such as the fifteen minutes between school and hockey practice, no more than one bus ride to or from school (anymore and you’ll get too stressed out), and sneak a few minutes during science. Although these split chunks of time may seem disruptive and rushed, spicing up your surroundings will actually inspire you and help those creative juices flow like an upset jug of milk all over the kitchen floor. But I digress, some people’s lives can be stressful, that’s why time management is key. Now that this plan is firmly scribbled into your schedule, you are ready for step two. 

Step 2 - Beginning your assignment
     Everything about the when is sorted so it's now time to move on to the actual doing part. Feel like you’ve hit a wall? The best and most foolproof way around that is to simply watch where you’re going. In the context of writing, however, take reasonable risks. Teachers enjoy spontaneity and creative answers to questions. This oh-so-very-serious guide is chock full of examples to help you even as you read. Take a look, they’re pretty out there. See what I did there? Another quick piece of advice - you never know until you try, right? If you like xyz about a word you skimmed over on Urban Dictionary, use it. Your teacher will contemplate you for this because no longer will they ponder for your attention in class. You’re almost done your assignment, but for one teensy little small as the amount of cameras on the Iphone 24 xlr five by eight convertible screen with keyboard (not included) 72 TBs and voice recognition id step. 

Step 3 - Editing 
    So, you’ve gotten over the biggest hurdle of your assignment, but a medium one remains. That being editing. Some might say this is an optional step but I highly suggest this for the reason of saving oneself some embarrassment. What to look for? Spelling errors are a pretty common one. Get someone to read it through and point them out, such as your best friend, someone at your table, your cat or even your English teacher themself. Although this could spoil the surprise, they can have good insight… sometimes. Don’t let them restrict you too much however; remember to let your creative juices flow. Using two semicolons in a row isn’t a sin; even if they give you a disapproving look as they hand back your masterpiece. On the subject of grammar, remember to edit out all the f*** yous, f*** this, hate this s***, et cetera. While your average teacher is certainly (probably) tough enough to not bawl their eyes out at your rude rhetoric, you want to seem professional, sophisticated even. You may even go to the pain of typing it out, but if you recall your careful time management, thirty odd minutes, it may not fit in. Don’t stress, the hard part is done. 

Step 4 - Handing it in
     At this point, you may be wondering just how much more advice can one single person impart. So, I’ll keep it simple. As fine wine does, your assignment improves with age. A few weeks or months if you’re the experimental type, this assignment should have enough dust collected to be worthy of being brought out for your teacher’s enjoyment, as they might have to do literally later, in the comfort of their own home. As you flee the classroom when the day ends, rejoice, for this is a story they’ll tell for years.

Step 4 ½ - Bonus!! 
     Remember, for all the challenges you’ve faced with this assignment and others, it is important to have fun. No amount of detail on preparing, beginning editing and then finally handing it in could come even close to this minor detail of enjoyment. If you remember one thing, let it be to enjoy yourself, however it should manifest.
